WIT students congratulated for WorldSkills success
A Waterford Institute of Technology (WIT) student has won gold at the WorldSkills Kazan 2019 competition while another
brought home a Medallion for Excellence.Team Ireland was overall 10th place in the recent WorldSkills competition in Kazan,
Russia, dubbed the ‘Olympics’ of skills competitions.

Luke O’Keeffe.

Of the 17 men and women who travelled to Kazan to represent Ireland, two are WIT students.
The 45th WorldSkills Competition came to an end with the Closing Ceremony, which took place at the Kazan Arena Stadium
on 27 August.Luke O’Keeffe a BSc (Hons) in Architectural and Building Information Modelling student at WIT represented
Ireland and his team mate Ryan Dempsey from Technological University Dublin won gold medals in the Building Information
Modelling category, which was in the Future Skills section of the competition.

Future Skills is a specialized zone for showcases and competitions in skills, which are in demand in the era of high-tech
production and digital economy. The awards ceremony for this section was held on the day before the overall closing
ceremony.Waterford student Hanna Mathe, a final year of the BA (Hons) in Culinary Arts at WIT was awarded a Medallion for
Excellence in the 46-competitor category of Cooking for ‘above average’ results.
WIT President Prof Willie Donnelly extended congratulations to the WorldSkills competitors following the announcement.

“The institute wishes to congratulate Team Ireland on their success in the World Skills. We particularly want to congratulation
the two Waterford Institute of Technology members Luke and Hanna. It is a just reward for the hard work and commitment to
performing at the highest professional level. Their success is also a reflection of the excellence of the teaching community in
WIT and the quality of our whole student community. Luke’s gold medal and Hanna’s Medallion for Excellence further
validates the institute’s commitment to international leadership in third and fourth level education.”

Commenting on his gold medal win, Luke O’Keeffe, who is from Mooncoin, Co Kilkenny said: “It has been an amazing few
days. It still hasn’t fully set in what I achieved and I don’t think it will not for another while anyway.”He went on to say that all
the hard work over the summer paid off and he and his team mate Ryan came out on top to win gold.“It was a long hard
summer of nonstop working and late nights. We knew from the start that we had it in us that we had a chance we just needed
to believe in ourselves. It was a tough three days of a competition. Not everything went our way but we worked like never
before and overcame any obstacles that came at us and prevailed. It was all worth it just to hear your name being called on
the winning podium, winning gold for your country.”

Also in Kazan as Irish BIM expert is WIT Department of Architecture lecturer Gordon Chisholm.
WorldSkills Kazan 2019 was held from August 22-27. Close to 1,300 competitors from 63 WorldSkills Member countries and
regions competed in 56 skills. This was the largest international event in Russia in 2019.
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There are 56 Skill competitions across six skills sectors: Construction and Building Technology, Creative Arts and Fashion,
Information and Communication Technology, Manufacturing and Engineering Technology, Social and Personal Services,
Transportation and Logistics.
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